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AN INTERVIEW WITH FRANCESCA LA MARCA
MEMBER OF THE PARLIAMENT OF ITALY
(NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA)

You don't have the typical background
for a politician—it must have been a
steep learning curve to go from teaching
literature to sitting in the famously con-
tentious Italian Parliament. What was
the most difficult part of the transition?
What was the most pleasurable?

This is true! It is one thing to watch
politics from the sidelines, quite an-
other to be an active participant. The
greatest challenge in this process was
no doubt having to learn Parliamen-
tary Procedure, as the [alian polit-
cal system is extremely complex and
very different from the Canadian ene.
As far as the most pleasurable aspects
of the transition, there are almost too
many to count. Having the privilege
of getting to know the various ltalian
communities throughout North Amer-
ica is certainly at the top.

You represent such a wide geographical
area in the Ttalian Parliament with a
constituency that livesin North America
and Central America. What issues do
your constituents have in common and
whal issues set them apart?

All Italians, regardless of where

they reside, share the desire to see
Italy overcome its current economic
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troubles and promote a positive image
of the country internationally. My con-
stituents seek greater promotion of the
Italian language and culture, want to
strengthen the "Made in ltaly” brand,
access consular services at home that
are effective and efficient, and be guar-
anteed adequate health care services
while vacationing in Italy. The differ-
ences between my constituents lie in
the differences between the commu-
nities themselves. For example, [talian
immigration to Canada is more recent
as compared with the U.5, so identity
issues fadng younger generations of
Italian-Canadians seem to be of great-
er importance. In the U.S,, there tend
to be more young Italian profession-
als, for example, researchers, bankers,
etc. who belong to this new wave of
“Italian mobility" or “brain drain,” if
you will In Mexice, our community
tends to be made up of business pro-
fessionals and entrepreneurs who are
contributing to the great social and
economic revolution currently taking
place in that country.

Thanks to the recession the [talian gov-
ernment has been forced to close consular
offices and ro scale badk their contribu-
tions to cultural activities outside of Ita-
ly. What challenges face Italians abroad?

I strongly oppose the cuts you make
mention of and actually contested
them, along with my colleagues elect-
ed abroad. The [Italian government
offers its consular services, not only
to its citizens, but to the international
community. Maintaining an effective
consular network is in the best interest
of Italy, not just its citizens around the
world. The same argument applies to
the promotion of Italian language and
culture outside of Italy—it is an invest-
ment Italy makes in itself as this ulti-
mately provides a boost to its economy.

Canada and the EU has signed an historic
Comprehensive Fconomic and Trade Agree-
ment (CETA) in principle. Do you fed Iraly
is well positioned to 1ake advantage of the
new opportunities that will come?

I believe that CETA could be very ad-
vantageous for both Canada and [raly.
In a context of market globalization and
increased competition, CETA will facili-
tate trade and reduce technical barriers
for Canadian and [talian businesses of
all sizes. Expert economists argue that
the agreement will remove over 9g% of
tariffs between the two economies and
create sizeable new market access op-
portunities in services and investment.



Do you anticipate our trade relationship
changing as a result of the implementa-
tion of CETA?

CETA stands to expand what con-
stitutes %7 billion in bilateral trade
between the two countries—making
[taly Camada's 1oth largest trading
partner. In 2012, Canada exported
$1.7 billion worth of goods to Italy (ce-
reals, machinery, mineral fuels and
oils, etc.). For its part, Italy sent more
than $5 billion in exports to Canada,
including machinery, wine, and phar-
maceuticals. In Europe, many Italian
food products like Prosciutto di Parma
meat or Parmiglano-Reggiano cheese
have protected origin status. With the
implementation of CETA, it will be-
come easier to preserve the reputation
of Italian regional food products.

When ltalians comes to Canada looking
for investment opportunities they have
many organizations, from local cham-
bers of commerce, to Invest Toronto, to
the Canadian Trade Commissioner
Service, who are all able to provide ad-
vice on opportunities and regulations in
Canada. Does Italy have this same level
of infermation infrastructure available
for Canadians looking to invest in [taly?

Italy has an open attitude toward for-
eign investment and there are a num-
ber of development agencies on both
the national and regional levels, as well
as numerous trade associations that
provide help in approaching potential
Italian partners. “Destinazione [talia™
is a recently approved national invest-
ment plan with the aim of drastically
reducing bureaucratic inefhciencies,
encouraging foreign investments and
[talian entrepreneurship with more
modern regulation, efhdent adminis-
tration and communication strategies.

What role do you see for organizations
like the ICCO?

ICCO

The role is a very important one and
can only continue to grow as CETA
takes effect. There are at least three as-

pects to the role which the ICCO will
continue to play in the future. The first
is that of providing a forum for local
businesses created or run by Italian-
Canadians. The second is that of guid-
ing ltalian companies that want to ex-
plore the possibility of expanding into
the Canadian market or assisting local
or regional institutions in promoting
their products in a dynamic environ-
ment where there is a significant Ital.
ian population. The third is assisting
Canadian entreprencurs who wish to
explore the possibility of investing in
Europe and especially in Italy, which re-
quires the guidance of experts, such as
the ICCO, in navigating complex laws
and bureaucratic procedures, The proj-
ect "Destinazione [talia," which | made
reference to earlier, was presented for
the first time by former Prime Minister
Letta right here in Toronto and prom-
ises to simplify procedures for invest-

ing in Italy.

What are the initiatives or elements of
the political landscape that give you opti-
mism for the future?

Matteo Renzi, Italy's dynamic new
Prime Minister, is taking significant
steps toward creating job growth, es-
pedially among youth, and to stimulat-
ing the economy, as well as promising
greater transparency with respect to
public spending. Anocther positive ele-
ment is that the interest paid on the
national debt has decreased consider-
ably and, as a result, Ialy is saving a
considerable amount on finandng its
debt. Alse, important constitutional
reforms have begun to take place, such
as Senate reform and a new electoral
law is in the process of being passed
with the aim of streamlining the po-
litical/electoral system. All of these
contribute to making this a tumultu-
ous but exciting time in the political
history of the country and there is re-
newed hope for the future among Ital-
ians, in spite of the great challenges
they continue to face.
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